


 2 

How to Make a Towneley Owl 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making the owl’s body 

1. Start by painting a cardboard tube 
in brown paint (or a colour of your 
choice). Alternatively, wrap a piece 
of colour paper or card around the 
tube and tape or glue into place. 
(We’ve tucked the excess paper 
inside the tube). 

 

2. To create the owl’s ‘ears’, pinch the tube either side at the top. Then fold the 
top two sides down to form the top of the owl’s ‘head’. 

Instructions 

You will need; 
• Owl template  

• Cardboard tube i.e. a toilet roll 

• Plain coloured card in your choice of 
colours 

• Scrap decorative paper i.e. wallpaper 
& wrapping paper 

• Pencil 

• Scissors 

• Glue stick 

• Optional: paint and brush (or felt tip 
pens) 

•  

 

Use whatever scrap paper you can find at home to create a colourful owl. We’ve 
made a green and brown owl and a purple and pink one too. What colours are 
you going to choose to make your owl go twit twoo? 
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To make the owl’s head 

3. Cut out the heart-shaped ‘head’ 
from the template and draw 
around the shape onto coloured 
card of your choice and cut out.  
Alternatively, colour in the 
template head using paint or felt 
tip pens, and glue on to thin card 
from a cereal packet. 
 

4. Cut out the ‘eyes’ from the template and glue into position. Use black felt tip pen to 
colour in the ‘pupils’ or cut out small circles in black card and glue into place. 
 

5. Cut out the ‘beak’ from the 
template and draw around 
the shape onto yellow 
paper and cut out. (We’ve 
used two shades of yellow 
to make it look 3D). Then 
glue the ‘beak’ into place. 
 

6. Finally, cut out the small 
triangular ‘ears’ in yellow 
paper. Glue these to the top 
of the owl’s ‘head’. 

 

To make the owl’s wings 

7. Cut out the ‘wings’ from the template and 
draw around the shape onto coloured card 
and cut out. (Alternatively, colour the 
template using paint or felt tip pen and 
then glue on to thin card, such as from a 
cereal packet, and cut out). 
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To make the owl’s feathered front 

8. Cut out the owl’s ‘body’ template and draw around the shape onto decorative 
paper and cut out. Alternatively, cut out the ‘feather’ templates (small circles) and 
draw around the circle shapes onto a mix of decorative and plain colour paper and 
cut out. We used 16 circles in total. 
 

9. To create the ‘feather’ effect, 
start gluing a row of circles along 
the straight edge of the ‘body’ 
template. Then layer another row 
of circles half-way up the first 
row, positioned slightly to one 
side in what is known as a ‘brick 
pattern’. Glue into place and 
continue upwards to fully cover 
the ‘body’. Trim away any excess 
paper. 

 

To assemble the owl 

11. Spread glue on the back of the owl’s 
‘feathered’ front. To position on the 
tube, align the straight edge of the 
feathered ‘body’ with the bottom of the 
tube, as seen here in the photograph on 
the right. 

 

10.  Cut out the owl’s ‘legs’ using yellow card (or colour in the template legs using a 
felt tip pen). Leave to one side. 

12. Add glue to the back of the owl’s 
‘head’ and press into place above the owl’s 
‘feathered’ front. Position the ‘head’ so 
the owl is looking straight ahead or tilted 
to either the left or right. 
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13. Add glue to the front of the ‘wing’ 
section, BUT only along the thinnest 
section i.e. between the ‘wings’ (as 
shown here in the photograph).  
 
 

 
 

14. Press the glued section of the 
‘wings’ to the back of the tube i.e. 
on the opposite side to the owl’s 
‘feathered’ front.  
 

To complete your owl 
15. Once the glue has dried, fold 
the ‘wings’ back so the owl looks 
like it is holding them open to 
swoop down on its prey.  
 
Don’t forget to glue the ‘legs’ to 
the underside of the tube so the 
feet stick out from underneath. 
 

You have now completed your 
owl! 

Alternative idea: Colour in the owl illustration on the template using felt tip pens, crayons or 
paint and then cut out and glue the shape into position onto an empty cardboard tube. 

Activity design by Karen Vine   Photography by Darren Robinson Photography 






